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FIFA U-17 World Cup India 

The FIFA U- 17 World Cup was initially 
established in 1985 as the FIFA U-16 World 
Championship. In 1991, it changed to the 
FIFA U-17 World Championship and since 
2007 it is known by its current name. 

From 1985 to 2005, 16 teams participated 
divided into four groups of four teams each 
in the group stage, and expanding to 24 
teams from 2007, divided into six groups of 
four teams each where the top 2 places in 
each group plus the four best third-placed 
teams advance to the knockout phase.

Many legends of the game featured in this 
tournament in their early days, making 
the FIFA U-17 World Cup a springboard 
for young talented footballers, giving fans 
and other stakeholders a chance to get a 
glimpse of the stars of the future.

Since the first edition of the tournament 
in China, the tournament has been played 
every two years.  Nigeria are the most 
successful side in the tournament and the 
defending champions from the previous 
edition played in Chile.

India, the seventh largest landmass in the 
world and the country with the second 
largest population in the world, is one of 
the world’s fastest developing economies. 
India, blessed with a great history, natural 
beauty and a culture more diverse than any 
other, is a growing giant in sport among 
many other spheres.

The FIFA U-17 World Cup India 2017 will be 
the 17th edition of the FIFA U-17 World Cup.
At the FIFA Executive Committee Meeting 
in Brazil on 5 December 2013 the hosting 
rights were given to India.
India has never participated in the final 
tournament but by virtue of being the host 
nation, India automatically qualified for the 
2017 edition. This will also be the first time 
India will host a FIFA competition.

Period: 6 Oct 2017 – 28 Oct 2017
Participating players: Born on or after 1 
January 2000 and on or before 31 December 
2004
Participating teams: 24 nations – 5 from 
AFC, 4 from CAF, 4 from CONCACAF, 4 from 
CONMEBOL, 2 from OFC and 5 from UEFA.
Host Cities: Goa, Guwahati, Kochi, Kolkata, 
Navi Mumbai and New Delhi.



Football in India

Milestones
1937  :   The All India Football Federation is formed
1948  :   A year after independence, the AIFF gains affiliation with FIFA and becomes   
               founding member of AFC
1996  :   India ranked at 94 in FIFA rankings, highest ever position.
1996  :   The National Football League (renamed I-League in 2007) is formed
2014  :   The Indian Super League is formed, parallel to the I League

International Honours
FIFA World Cup     :   8 appearances in qualification
AFC Asian Cup     :   3 appearances; best finish – runners up 1964
Summer Olympics    :   4 appearances; best finish – semifinals 1956
SAFF Championship :  11 appearances; best finish – winners 1993, 1997, 1999, 2005, 2011,  
         2015

Local Organising Committee Tournament Brand Assets

Tickets: Book your place in history!

Timeline
5 Dec 2013

27 Sep 2016
10 Feb 2017
6 Mar 2017      

27 Mar 2017
16 May 2017    
28 Jun 2017     
7 Jul 2017          
6 Oct 2017                                        

Channels
India currently ranks among the top follower 
groups on the official FIFA Social Media 
accounts on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 
On Facebook, Indian fans currently represent 
the #1 country of followers of both @
FIFAWorldCup, and @FIFAU17WorldCup.

Homepage: 
http://www.fifa.com/u17worldcup/
Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/fifau17worldcup/

Official Emblem
The Official Emblem is designed as a celebration and a careful amalgamation of the richness and 
diversity of cultures in India. It sports a colour palette inspired by Holi, the festival of colours. The 
warm Indian sun in a saffron tone to highlight the hospitality of India. The green leaves represent 
the giant banyan trees and the orange and blue fighter kites, known as patang, depict the 
country’s festivals. The blue base is inspired by the Indian Ocean and ‘India 2017’ is a custom-
drawn typography, inspired by Indian truck art. Shaped like the FIFA U-17 World Cup trophy, the 
emblem combines the global look of the beautiful game with a quintessential Indian feel.

Official Slogan
Over the past decade or two, football had found a place in the life of the Indian sports fan. With 
India’s first ever FIFA tournament around the corner and in recognition of the increasing excitement 
about the beautiful game in India, ‘Football Takes Over’ was the first and most fitting choice as the 
Official Slogan for the tournament.

Official Mascot
Kheleo, the Official Mascot is the young and charismatic face of the FIFA U-17 World Cup 2017 
tournament and represents the host country, with a strong appeal to the younger audience.The 
Official Mascot, a Clouded Leopard, is a wild cat found from the Himalayan foothills through 
mainland Southeast Asia. Its total population is suspected to be fewer than 10,000 individuals. 
Clouded Leopards are the most talented climbers among the cats. Kheleo wants to show to the 
world how fast and strong he is and is eager to demonstrate his extensive football skills.He is 
an emblematic, energetic and versatile Official Mascot and kids around the world will identify 
with Kheleo.Venue Packages: 16 May 2017 – 7 July 2017

The tailor-made venue package provides 
access to all group stage and knockout games 
played at one stadium with a 60% discount!

Individual Tickets: 7 July 2017 onwards
Tickets for individual games will be available 
in multiple phases from the 7th of July to the 
end of the tournament. 

Sales Channel: www.fifa.com/india2017/
ticketing 

FIFA U-17 World Cup India 2017

FIFA Partners

National Supporters

India awarded hosting 
rights for the FIFA U17  
World Cup 2017
Official Emblem Launch
Official Mascot Launch
Volunteer Program                         
Launch
Official Slogan Launch
Ticket Sales Open
100 days to go
Official Draw
Start of FIFA U-17 World
Cup India 2017
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Host City - Goa Host City - Guwahati

The land of the beaches. Goa is one the most popular tourist destinations of India, if not of the 
world. The island state is home to Churchill Brothers, Dempo and a handful of famous Indian 
football clubs, Goa is a blend of festivity, sport and culture.

Venue: Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium – Fatorda, Seating Capacity: 16,200

Total Matches: 9
Group C (5), Group D (1), Round of 16 (2), Quarter Final (1)

Image below: Basilica of Bom Jesus

The capital city of the state of Assam, Guwahati is the gateway to the northeast of India and can 
boast of a rich heritage, numerous markets and a huge following for football. Also home to the ISL 
club NorthEast United FC, the IGA stadium will host a Semi Final of the FIFA U-17 World Cup 2017.

Venue: Indira Gandhi Athletic International Stadium, Seating Capacity: 23,800

Total Matches: 9
Group E (5), Group F (1), Round of 16 (1), Quarter Final (1), Semi Final (1)
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HOST CITIES



Host City - KochiHost City - Kolkata Host City - Navi Mumbai Host City - New Delhi

A port city, Kochi houses some of the most passionate football fans in the country. Another popular 
tourist destination, Kochi on one hand, is famous for its Marine Drive, the Chinese fishing nets and 
also counts for one of India’s most important naval bases. 

Venue: Jawaharlal Nehru International Stadium, Seating Capacity: 41,700

Total Matches: 8
Group D (5), Group C (1), Round of 16 (1), Quarter Final (1)

Image below: Chinese fishing nets

A vibrant city brimming with culture, literature and food, Kolkata is also known as the Mecca of 
Indian football. The City of Joy is home two of the oldest football clubs in the world, Mohun Bagan 
and East Bengal and will host the final of the FIFA U-17 World Cup 2017.

Venue: Vivekananda Yuba Bharati Krirangan, Seating Capacity: 66,600

Total Matches: 10
Group F (5), Group E (1), Round of 16 (1), Quarter Final (1), 3rd place, Final
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A relatively new city, Navi or ‘new’ Mumbai was developed as a twin city for the commercial capital 
of India, Mumbai in 1972. A planned township, Navi Mumbai is a hub for a host of MNCs and 
educational institutes and the DY Patil Stadium will host a Semi Final of the tournament too.

Venue: Dr. D Y Patil Sports Stadium, Seating Capacity: 45,300

Total Matches: 8
Group A (5), Group B (1), Round of 16 (1), Semi Final (1)

Image below: Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus railway station

The administrative capital of India and one of the biggest urban developed cities of the world, 
New Delhi has previously hosted the Asian Games twice, the 2010 Commonwealth games and 
the 2010 Hockey World Cup.

Venue: Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium, Seating Capacity: 58,000

Total Matches: 8
Group B (5), Group A (1), Round of 16 (2)
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MATCH SCHEDULE

www.fifa.com/india2017/ticketing




